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With the warmer weather finally here, we have unfortu-
nately seen reports of Anti-Social Behaviour along our 
coastline. The reports relate to personal watercraft 
(PWCs) being ridden dangerously and while I am very  
keen to point out that not every PWC user causes ASB, all 
the  reports of water based ASB we have received this 
month relate to PWC users.   

As part of our work under Operation Wave Breaker we 
have been conducting joint patrols with the Southend Pier 
& Foreshore team and also the Brightlingsea Harbour 
Master to not only try and tackle the problem but also 
provide a visible reassurance to our marine community. 
We have also been conducting shore patrols along the 

River Crouch, River Blackwater and at Point Clear.  

We have also launched a joint pilot project with Maldon 
District Council who have funded a PWC for our use on 
the water to tackle ASB. The PWC will allow us greater 
coverage of the rivers and creeks that our launch (Alert IV) 
is usually unable to reach due to shallow water. We look 
forward to engaging with far more of our Marine Commu-
nity over the summer with this really useful addition to 
our fleet. 
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At the beginning of June the team provided Marine 
Policing support to Devon and Cornwall Police as part 
of the National Mutual Aid for the G7 summit in Corn-
wall.  Four of our team were requested to assist with 
the operation which gave them an opportunity to test 
their skills alongside Marine Police Officers from all 
round the UK.  

Fortunately we are supported in Essex by our Marine 
Reserve officers who were able to cover our full time 
officers while they were in Cornwall.  

Left to Right—Pc Rawson , Pc Wood, PC Chambers and 
Sgt Southgate  

River Colne - PC Paul Rawson 

The River has become busier over the last few months 
and its great to see so many people out on the water 
now. We have been maintaining our regular visits to 
the area each week both on and off the water and 
even started conducting joint patrols with the Harbour 
Master at Brightlingsea. I have had a few reports of 
Anti-Social Behaviour on the water near to Point Clear 
and issued a Community Protection Warning to a rider 
of a PWC (jet ski) caught riding dangerously by one of 
our reserve officers.   

I have also been working with our partners and key 
stakeholders to secure funding for bollards on the 
Point Clear beach slip-way to control launching at the 
site.  I hope that this will reduce ASB and help maintain 
the safe use of the water. Work is also underway to 
support Colchester Borough Council in obtaining  a 

Public Spaces Protection Order for the River Colne 
which will give  us some useful powers to effectively 
deal with any ASB.  

Last weekend we attended the Brightlingsea Regatta 
which gave us a fantastic opportunity to meet so many 
of you . 

Clacton/Harwich - PC John Perry 

During the last couple of months we have been getting 
up to Harwich and Clacton as much as possible as well 
as visiting other key sites such as Walton. We have 
been fortunate to not have any reports of water based 
ASB from Clacton round to the River Stour which is a 
really nice position to be in for everyone. Hopefully it 
will stay that way throughout the summer.  

On Sunday 25th July we will be joining the Clacton 
Beach Patrol team so if you are able to come and say 
hello, we will be at their boathouse near to the Pier.  

On 7th and 8th August we will be up at Harwich with 
our Launch (Alert IV) so again, it would be great to see 
you. We plan to be at the Ha’penny Pier all weekend—
pending any other operational requests.  

We are also working with Tendring District Council to 
support the Clacton 150 anniversary flights featuring 
the RAF Red Arrows and Battle of Britain Memorial 
Flight.  We plan to be there on both days - 26th and 
27th August. Stay safe. 

Follow us on Twitter @EPMarine  
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Southend/River Thames - PC Ian Newling 

On Sunday 11th July we had our first joint multi agency pa-
trol with the Port of London Authority, Dept. Harbour Mas-
ter Miles Featherstone and Ass. Harbour Master David All-
sop and Southend Pier and Foreshore, Pier Manager Richard 
Sanders. All three vessels patrolled from Two Tree Island to 
Ness Road slipway and it was good to see a variety of water 
users out enjoying themselves considering the weather. We 
had no reported incidents on the day we patrolled there. 
There will be more joint patrols on various dates throughout 
the summer season. We also hope to incorporate a PWC in 
these patrols that we now have access to from our partners 
at Maldon Council.                                                                       
Please continue to report anti-social behaviour or any suspi-
cious activity on the water.      

Follow us on Twitter @EPMarine  

Rivers Crouch and Roach - PC Dawn Wood 

We have increased patrols during high tides to monitor anti-
social behaviour reports both on the water and on land. Dur-
ing these times we have conducted numerous engagements 
with people and we are keen to identify and deal with any-
one causing danger to other water users, if you have any 
information which could help us identity suspects please get 
in touch. At some point between the 30th June and 6th July a 
hand painted red 14ft Glastron speedboat on a trailer was 
stolen from a secure yard in Basildon, please keep your eyes 
out both on and off the water.  

There has also been a number of boats broken into in a yard 
on the Dengie over the last couple of months. The main 
items stolen were electrical equipment such as chart 
plotters etc, if you are offered any boat related items for 
sale in suspicious circumstances, please get in touch. 

Last month we were out on patrol when we spotted a yacht 
caught on the mud flats on the Crouch. Fortunately we were 
able to assist with recovering the crew back to our launch 
but it does serve as a reminder to familiarise yourself with 
the tides and the safe channels to use.  

River Blackwater - PC Daren Chambers  

We have received a couple of calls of nuisance youths enter-
ing Marinas after hours on the South side of the Blackwater. 
Fortunately we have tracked down the youths and are dealing 
positively with them. Help reduce your chances of becoming a 
victim of crime by locking away your possessions at marinas. 

Summer is starting and so have the regattas. We'd love to 
meet you in person so if you are planning a regatta and would 
like us to attend please let me know. We will do our best to 
attend and say hello.  

The big news from us the arrival of a Personal Water Craft (Jet 
ski) to help us combat anti-social behaviour on the water and 
access some less accessible areas. A massive thank you to 
Maldon District Council for making this possible. You can read 
more about this at  

https://www.essex.police.uk/news/essex/news/news/2021/
july/asb-on-the-water/ 

 

https://www.essex.police.uk/news/essex/news/news/2021/july/asb-on-the-water/
https://www.essex.police.uk/news/essex/news/news/2021/july/asb-on-the-water/


We have been asked by Shoeburyness Ranges to 
highlight the below information 

MOD Shoeburyness – Public Safety Information: Pro-
hibited Beaches and Foreshore 

With summer approaching, it’s timely to remind local 
water sports clubs of the existence of the Ministry of 
Defence (MOD) live firing Range in Shoeburyness and 
of the local beaches and foreshore areas that are 
owned by the MOD and as such, are prohibited for any 
type of public access or use. 

To assist you in understanding where the prohibited 
areas are and what restrictions apply, we have pro-
duced the attached leaflet and have dedicated pages 
on our website that include maps and descriptions. Visit 
MOD Prohibited Beaches & Safety Information for Mari-
ners 

The stretch of foreshore known as ‘Old Ranges’ runs 
from the eastern boundary fence at Shoeburyness East 
Beach, around the coast to the western boundary fence 
at the Ness Road slipway (adjacent to the HM Coast-
guard Station and known locally as “Uncle Tom’s”). The 
area extends from the beach to approximately 3km out 
to sea. This stretch of foreshore, mud flats and sea is 
NOT open to the public, for any purpose, at any time. 
The only exception to this is when the Outer Sea Area 
is open during daylight hours, when the Range is not 
active (e.g. Red Flags lowered) and the tide is in. 

          
           

Anyone trespassing on these beaches and in the 
Range Sea Danger Area is doing so in direct contra-
vention of the local MOD Range and Land Byelaws, an 
offence which can result in prosecution, a fine of up to 
£500 and confiscation of property. Most importantly, 
members of the public are prohibited from occupying 
these areas for their safety because they carry an in-
herent risk of Unexploded Ordnance associated with 
their historic use by the military and they are still part of 
the Range Danger Area and can be used for opera-
tions. 
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Email us at marineu@essex.police.uk 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qinetiq.com%2Fen%2Fshoeburyness%2Fpublic-access%2Fprohibited-beaches&data=04%7C01%7CAlex.Southgate%40essex.police.uk%7Cdbd54edf89114f3990cf08d925d4e78e%7Cf31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97e3d%7C
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qinetiq.com%2Fen%2Fshoeburyness%2Fpublic-safety%2Finformation-for-mariners&data=04%7C01%7CAlex.Southgate%40essex.police.uk%7Cdbd54edf89114f3990cf08d925d4e78e%7Cf31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qinetiq.com%2Fen%2Fshoeburyness%2Fpublic-safety%2Finformation-for-mariners&data=04%7C01%7CAlex.Southgate%40essex.police.uk%7Cdbd54edf89114f3990cf08d925d4e78e%7Cf31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97


There’s no getting away from the fact that stand 
up paddle-boarding has taken off in a huge way 
over the last year or so. We have seen record 
numbers of people taking to the water on their 
new boards and its great to see so many people 
enjoying the water.  

Before you go out, make sure that somebody 
knows you are on the water, where you plan to go 
and when you expect to return. Ideally, take your 
mobile phone with you in a waterproof case. 
Throughout the summer, we will be handing out 
RNLI mobile phone waterproof cases at events 
such as Regattas. Visit our Twitter page 
@EPMarine to find out more.  
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With Maritime Safety Week this month it’s the 
perfect time to raise awareness of water safety. 
Whether you are new to the water or have a 
wealth of experience, we can highly recommend 
visiting the RNLI website or following their social 
media pages. It not only contains details of their 
heroic rescues but also has so much useful infor-
mation on water safety.  

The videos relating to ‘cold shock’ and ‘float to 
live’ provide important advice that could save 
your life.  


